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6.    The information supplied by the Local Governments may
thus be stated:
In Madras there had been practically no change in the level
of rents charged for small houses and small bungalows sinc-e 1931.
Rents of big bungalows showed no change from 1924-31, but a
reduction in the level ranging from 10 to 25 per cent had been
reported from 1932 in the case of big bungalows fetching a rent of
Rs. 150-and over per mensem. In Karachi, the level of rents for
private residences of the bungalow type had not fallen but, on
the contrary, had shown a tendency to rise due to the influx of
people from Quetta after the earthquake. In Caluctta, there had
been little change in the rent for small residences each fetching
up to Rs. 50 per mensem. In other cases, it varied from 10 to
20 per cent and from 10 to 25 per cent, depending of course, upon
the situation, locality etc. The Accountant-General, Bengal in
his letter No. M.A.81, dated the 10th October, 1936 remarked that
the house rent allowance admissible to Central Government offi-
cers in Calcutta was too high, because they did not draw the maxi-
mum allowance due to them. This led to the inference that it
was not difficult for them to obtain suitable accommodation pro-
portionate to their emoluments. In Bombay the house rents had
declined from 8 to 22 per cent depending upon situational
advantage and locality, the average decline in rents for the whole
city being 17 per cent as compared with 1930-31.
7.    On the point of the rents charged by hotels and boarding
houses the Madras Government submitted a  statement  showing
that the rent charged depended on the nature of  accommodation
needed by married and unmarried people and the general grade of
the hotel. The Government of Sind reported the same information.
So in all Presidency towns there was a fall in  rents   in  Karachi
where the rent charged as   compared  with   1924  was   the   same.
The Municipal Commissioner for the City  of  Bombay  and the
Commissioner  of Labour,   Bombay, observed that on account of
the paucity of the date  available   and their variable character it
was difficult to diaw any reliable conclusions.
8.    Whether the   Local  Governments   were  contemplating
any reduction  of their compensatory   allowances  was  another
.question*   The Madras and Sind Governments answered it in the
negative. The Bombay Government having revised the compensa-
tory and house rent allowances only in 1933 had no   proposal to
reduce them further.    But the Government of Bengal stated  that
all compensatory allowances had been, reduced by  ten  per cent.
And the scale of allowancess  in  the Calcutta House Allowaces
Rules was dealt with likewise, in conformity with the  ascertained
fall in Calcutra rents.    In view of the general fall  of rents they
were also considering the question of reducing other House Rent
allowances exceeding Rs. 25 per mensem by 20 per cent.